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Domestzc mnosztzes

- By DAVID M. MAXFIELD
Smithgonian News Service

Bernard Rudofsky has seen
the enemy and, as Pogo says,
*“Ihey is us.”

" Architect, author and social
eritic, Rudofsky has been
poking around lately in what
he calls our “comedy of

manners,” challenging and
comparing the ways we carry
ot those littleexamined but
“most important things in life
— eating, sleeping, sitting,
cleansing and bathing."

‘He seems not astonished at
all that a nation deep into the
eleetronie age actually would
ﬁoﬂucg adinner fork withred
and green lights built into the
Imﬂdle. blinking out six
geconds for shoveling in food
and 25 seconds for chewing.

This, after all, is the
aitural descendant of an
earlier age when an ad-
vertisement in a 1903 issue of
Harper's Weekly touted the
merits of the then-fashionable
autmnat "The whule

huich and dhmer 7 said the
ad, “takes about a minute.”

Rudofsky, a scholar-in-
residence at the
Smithsonlan’s Cooper-Hewitt
Museum in New York City,
and assistant Lucy Fellowes
have included these and other
demestic curlosities in a
ihmnaﬂve exhibition here
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designed as a “‘zalute to the
unknown art of living."” His
aim: to encourage Americans
to reassess those taken-for-
granted habits that regulate
daily life, just at the time

“when we have second
thoughts about “attributing
man's happiness to an
unending supply of things he
does not need.”

Rudofsky also shares a
concern of the late U.S. Judge
Learned . Hand. “Our
dangers,” Hand warned, "‘are
not from the outrageous but
from the conforming...those
who take their virtues and
their tastes, like their shirts
and furniture, from the
limited patterns which the
market offers.”

Above all, perhaps,
Rudofsky is a believer in the
advice of C.C. Lambert-
Karlovsky, director of the
Harvard Peabody Museum,
that ‘‘our understanding of
other cultures tempers our
arrogance in belleving that
ours i3 best.”

“Did  you realize,”
Rudofsky asks, “that if Jesus
were to visit this country, he
would have to mend his
waysgn

At the Last Supper, as.
depicted by little-known but
centuries-pld mosaics and
embroidery, he explains,
Jesus and the apostles are
ghown reclining on couches
e:@urﬂ a mble. the custorn of

affluent Jews and Romans of
the day.

As it turns out, the now-
famniliar versions gf the meal
ag a more formal, sit-down
affalr were pah‘lted by later
generations of artists to
conform to the customa of
their day.

*“That should give some
food for thought,” says
Rudofsky, who has titled hiz
Cooper-Hewitt exhibit and
companion catalog “Now 1
lay me down to eat” in
recognition of the manners of
the ancients.

“Ta our way of thinking,
lying down to a meal connotes
debauch,”” he says, urging
that the merits of the dining
couch be reconsidered.

*The reclining position
imposes aleisurely pace upon
eating, and the beneficial
effect on the digegﬂuﬂ is
obvious,” he contends, *‘since
the stomach works best when
it is not compressed.”

And, he adds, *What serene
comfort compared to the
indignity of the Arnerican lap
dinner.”’

If that idea isn’t enough for
many to swallow, Rudofsky
thinks it time to take a fresh
look at several culinary
customs that Westerners
consider civilized, but which
other cultures find downright
barbaric.

“To most Orlentals, the
idea of attacking a plﬂteful of
food with heavy metal
struments i3 as abs ds,s
chopping parsley with a
guillotine,” he says, and
“since the flavor of their food
is very light and subtle, they
ghun implements that give off
a metallic taste, using
chopsticks instead.”

The Cooper-Hewitt scholar
is hardly reassured by
another American custom, 2

- traditional one often reserved

for holiday guests.
“Only a few notches above

-cannibalism ranks our own

mcaee nf m.ltﬁng up an

dining room,” he cﬂmphuﬂ
“It happens in ﬂ‘lé maost
enlightened comp

As for cannibalism itself,

? Rudofsky finds it curious
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indeed that certain Fiji Island
natives eat everyday fare
with their fingers, ‘‘while a
roast of huinan flesh calls for
the more formal fork,’'
providing, perhaps, more fmd
for Western thought.

The fork itself, Rudahlfy
points out, came into use in
the West only a few hundred
years ago, the first miniature
“pitchfork” arriving in
America from England in
1633. Condemned by 15th-
century clergyman as “in-

struments of the devil,” forks

were damned as poor sub-
stitutes for God-given fingersa.

Contrary to general Oc-
cidental bellef, Rudofsky
contends that the utensils of
people who manage without
forks and kmives are as a
rule, anything but crude,
usually combining prac-
ticality with elegance. ‘‘Most
of them are worthy of being
gshown in our museums of
art.”

The way Westerners sit ia
another source of bewilder-
ment to the scholar-author,
who has been forming ideas
for his study of man's daily
habits during the last 30 or s0
years. “Sitting onchairaiz an
acquired habit,” he asserts,

and “like smoking, about as
whnlﬁume "

The more “farrn-fitﬁng“ a

isto the oceupant‘s health, he

@ argues, not only to the spine
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_gatherings as

but also, because of its Hlt; to
the neck, muscles and, when
reading, even to the eyes.
“Can anybody imagine a
concert planist performing in
an easy chair?'' he asks. “'Or
horseback riding in a saddld
with a backrest?”

If Westerners are to change
their bad habits, they must,
according to Rudofsky, first
overcome the conventional
thinking that floor-sitters lead
a primitive existence,
whereaa chair-gitters enjoy a
superior standard of living.
“Nothing," he says, *'could be
further from the truth.”

Rudofsky reminds us that
Plato conducted his lessons in
ancient Greece without
benefit of chairs, table or
blackboard, but he also
remmembers John F. Ken-
nedy’s lament that changing
the physical haibts of millions
of Americans is ‘“far more
difficult than changing their
tastes, fashions or even their
polities.”

Continning his scrutiny of
Western creature habits,
Rudofsky pricks a pretension
or two that Americans may
have developed about their
inventiveneas and ingenuity,
in this case concerning the
ﬁ'endy hm tubs thgt Erst

find as mgndatnry for sm;isl
another

generation considered the
bridge table.

During the Middle Ages, he
reports, the “convivial bath”
was the site of such diverse
activities as amorous
meetings, family feuds,
business deals and at least
several assassinations. Then,

too, “it was not unusual for
wedding banquets to take
place in the bath, with guests
half submerged in water."”

The luxury of bathing,
however, should not be
confused with the simple act
o washing — “two dlffergit
thingsa enure!y says
Rudofsky, regretting that
most Americans today limit
themselves to the ““cheerless"
motlons of getting clean.

The combination of hot
water, naked bodies and good
food gave hathmg a bad

Rudofsky polms out, althnugh
about this time Benjamin
Franklin, admitting the ad-
diction, said he enjoyed “a hot
bath about twice a day, two
hours at a time.”

To the Puritans, Rudofsky
says, the thought of this and
other sybaritic pleasures of
the day, including the languid
luncheons in the tub enjoyed
by ladies of the French court,
were “‘mbout as heinouzs as
breakfast in bed.”

Real estate as profession

By JOSEPH A .MUSS0

This is the firat of a series of
articles on real estate as it
affects the buslness com-
munity. As we proceed, other
articles will include topics
such as investing {n real
eatate; tax sheltering through
realty, and profit taking.

Reasl estate is land, and all
of the things permanently
attached to it, sometimes
called real property.

The owner has a right in
real property, and athis death
that right descends to Hs
lawful heirs, unleas it must be
s0ld to pay his debis. Real
estate can only be sold or
given by written contract.

The basic real eatate
vocation is that of a broker,
who markets real property on
behalf of owners. Brokers
usually have aales assoclates
who are respcﬁsible tn their

broker. A career in real estate
usually begins with aales
work,

moved into a professional
status and flelds of
gpecialization, such as ap-
praisal, prnpert’y

nmrtgage ﬂnﬂm:i.ng are being
recognized in additlon to
brokerage.

Universities and colleges
now offer four-year courses.
HReal estate organizations
encourage formalized
training. In New Jersey, it is
obligatory for the sales
associate and the broker to
take and pass state prepared
licensing examinations before
pursuing realty as a career.
_The National Assoclation of
Real Estate  Boards
(NAREB) includes local real
estate boards and state
agsaciatlﬂn.
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The human species has chosen to take its daily bread in quite a variely
of ways, and social critic Bernard Rudofsky wonders whether the con-
temporary “lap dinner” is an improvement over the past,
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Realtors VOte to close doors on Sundays

i

¥

Jabur unrest hit Ocean City this past week when members of
the carpenter’s union Local 1578 picket near the Tennessee
Avenue site of Clifford and Stuart Perlman’s Blue Water Estates
project protesting the use of non-union labor, El:i:ﬂl‘dl!‘lg to.sour-
ces. However, in spite .of repeated attempts, no union officials
would confirm the report. At right, a security guard keeps a close

vigil over the construction site,

Dredge workers

~ When the Ocean City Coundl cut the
funding for the municipal dredge, it put
10 more people out of a job and six of the
carew, some with wives, attended last
Thursday’s budget hearing to protest
the maove.

Council had tnrpa:lued the dred ge two
days earlier because of the $15,000
Dames and Moore stidy which reported
the operation to be less cost-efficient
than private contracting, the sand

placed on the beach to be of inferior

quality, and the legislative body's fears
that the state might nm‘. grant future
dredge permits.

However, many of the crew questioned
the accuracy of report and asked for a
“gecond opinion” s0 they could maintain
the jobs that a few have held since the
program started some 10 years ago.

“How can they (Dames and Moore)
say that off-shore dredging is cheaper?”
questioned Dredgemaster Richard
Hoeh. ““To my knowledge it hasn't been
done before along the New Jersey
coast.” ’

Hoeh also .challenged the reports
figures which place the city cost of $9.57
lower
figure for an off-shore operation

“To get the sand that they want, the
dredge would have to go two mﬂeﬂ off
ghore and that can't possibly be
cheaper,” he said,

While council was worrled sbout the
probability of the New Jersey D
ment of Environmental Prntectinn
(DEP) refusing to grantfuture parmits,
Hoeh told The Sentinel-Ledger after the

" meeting Thursday, that if the dredge

werg decomissionad, Ocean City would

7 ..assuredly not get another permit.

“If council gets rid of the dredge, the
r;lty will never get another permlt,“ he

IE council's skepticlem cnmemlng
permits was one of the reasons for
dropping the program, Hoeh and the
gther crew members assembled In a

make-shift: presa conference, were

equally doubtful that the atate would
deliver on lE half of fhé pled@d bond
fmﬂlﬂ
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SchOol budgets set for vote :

By MARGIE BOWEN

Despite  a doubling of utility costs
and compounded with a pending threat
of the cancellation of federal and state
funds, local school boards have been able
to malnhin a moderate level of increase

. for the emsuing year's school budget.

Come April 7, residents throughout the
statewﬂlbec.gsﬂngvntgsafmei:
opinion for the costs of educating their
children and will also be chooaing
members for their local school boards.

The Ocean City Board of Education is
asking voters for $4.3 million to operate
the city’s three public schools for
another year and a capital outlay of
$100,000,

This year’s proposed budget

representing less than a $400,000, in- -

crease from last year, includes $83
for heating and $261,000 for uﬂlmgs
zero Increase for heating the city's
achools and a §17,000 estirnated increase
for other utilites. .

The request does not include $84,000 in
funds supplled by federal and state
programs which serves ag additional
revenue to bring down the cost to the
taxpayer. This expected government aid
13 nearly double recelved Eur the 1980-81
school year.

The price tag also includes :130 700 for
administrative salaries plus other ad-

ministrative costs and nearly $5 million

- for teacher’s asalarles and expenses for

books, audio-visual alds and “other”
aupplies, The costs of the two categories
reflect a combined increase of nearly
$543,000' over the past school year,

The debt serviee is not subject to voter
approval, For Ocean City this amount
fotals a little more than $322,000,

A. public hearing on the proposed

tudget is schedulﬂ for March 17 at '?

.. Section l page 10
..Section 2, page 1. .
- See_tian=2, page 11-
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sagsctiim 1,pages
g:tmn L page 2

J

.council here will hold a sp

_ nearly $400,000 over last

p.m. at the primary achool.

In addition to the budget the voters will
choose three out of four candidates o sit
on the nine-member local board of
education in Ocean City,

Incumbents David N. Blyler and 8.

_Glenn Johnsen Jr. and newcomers Gary

H, Kleernan and Woody Cohen are all on
the ballot for the island's board. Current
board member Paula W, Schwenk is not
seeking reelection.

In Upper Township, voters will be
facing a current operation expense of
£2,670,888for the 1981-82 school year with
m‘mther $1,287 for capital outlay to come

 The budget i:ab for o total capital:

outlay of $5,000 of which nearly $4,000 is
being sbsorbed by state ald. The
proposed local tax levy needed to be
raised by the taxpayers represents an
a:lpmxknate $164,000 increase from last
year’s budget.
Although it is too soon to tell, as many
factors have yet to enter into the end

result, says Superintendent of Schools.

John McGovern who estimates that this
‘proposal would increase taxes “in the
reighharhood” of & cents per $100
sssessed valuation.

Slightly over $19,000 in the bufit-in debt
gervice charge has been picked up by

(Please turn to page 11)

Point t-() ask voters

: ByMAE, RGIE ROWEN

SOMERS POINT — In the wake of the
rising Hide of inflated expenses, city
rial meeting

Monday evening tonot anly introduce the
budget but also to present a resolution
calling for a municipal referendum to

gceed the state mandated 5 percent

cap.
“Thisis the seennd consecutive year the
dty has hmj to turn to the vnts-s to ex-

will be set Et Monday 3 special meeﬂng

According’ to Counecil Preajdent
William Priestley, the $2.834 million 1681
budget prepared by council over the past
two months of hearings surpasses the 5
percent cap by $253,000

“If the. taxpayers: gﬂ for it,”" said
Mayor Harvey L. Smith, *‘we wm't need
to cyt services. If they dnn‘t. it's a cross

we'll all have to bear.”

The city must raise a total of $2,034;
million ‘which' represents a bma;itge of
b t.

Overall, budget ltems ]
higher because of insurance, which rose

- from $115,000 in 1880 to $164,000 in 1981;
gas, oll and utilities, up from $123,000 tn lgqﬁ
$168,000, and trash removal, which -
. Dearly doubled. from_$81,000 to SLSA.OM

for. an Increase of over $50,000,

year a similar line item was $13,000.
According to Priestley, these costs can
“nolonger be deferred if the police are to

- provide adequate coverage.”

“] don't want to cut the paolice,”
stressed Mayor Smith. “It's (crime) is
me thing after another and as mayor-I
cannot permit cutting back on ttelr (the
police) services,”

an' p@!ice officers may| have to he t:m .

rgmainirg pullee cut by 20 pemmt.
Further additions to the operating
ooats of the city lie with personnel ad-
ditions totalling $46,000 which was at-
tributed to an increase in crime, the

_elimination of Comprehenslve Em-

ployment and Training Act funding snd
court mandates.
If the voters approve the lﬁergdnm.

‘gaid  Priestley, Somers Point could

operate satisfactorily  with no cur-
tailment in services. Local taxes would,
however, increase from 62.5 cents per

_108-dollars of asbessed valuation- to
approximately 72.5 cents. This would-
mainly - mﬁmamlymeananmﬂmntﬁnﬁtai

hnme mseﬂ nt $50,000. .

ajor cut-

Board membership to ask ;
for blue law amendment:

By W.L. HAACKER

The Ocean City Board of Healiors
voted 29 to 15 to voluntarily close their
office doors on Sundays starting June 1
and are expected to ask city council to
put the question to the voters for per-
manent Sabbath closings, The Sentingl-
Ledger has learned.

According to a knowledgeable sources,
the board is expected to appear befm-e
council at its workshop meeting Tuesday
mﬂaskﬂlel@slaﬂvebudytﬂpﬂthe
question on the November 3 pgemeral
election ballot.

These same sources said the realtors
had voted twice last month with only one
member abstaining and no negative
votes cast,

However, sources said, according to
ﬁehﬂa:dshygws if more than 10
percent of the membership wishes to
reopen a tq:ic of debate ﬂiE‘l the

lajmd,
ﬂmm:::mﬂnn; hgdtoteregﬂedwim
a new motion put to the voting body.
What had been unanimous during the

firat two ballots evenmgllgbmaﬂ

Estate agency (four votes); Marr
Agency (three); Monihan Realty (two);
Eerg& Realty; Carey’s and four other

'Agzeuringmm the Ocean City

" Board of Realtors is not comprised of

“ane agency, one vote,” but individual
mmmymamwmmme
agency in which he or she works lﬂalsn
represented.

‘Under the plani approved by 6 thajdrity’

of members, starting on June 1 the

rel?ased the results of its survey

9 to 1 margin, the resi

City (187 to 1,604) rejected any

toying with the blue law.

The Ocean City realtors w
"gﬂmsﬂng“ their customers a

mmbmmmmdmclﬁeﬁeﬁ

requat that city council place on the
Nnvmher 3 baﬂnt the quesﬁan to alter

estate office exemption.
C‘urrent e:emptinns ineclude

rentals, some bnsrdws]k stnrea (with

'%ftgin areas roped off), and real estate

* The door-to-door poll taken indicated,
according to sources, that sb:u;t E‘?
percent of the bnan‘i’ 's memberst
favored the idea. .

Murray held his poll, according to
sources, after The Sentinel-Ledger

thmt!ei

Also, the city hias scheduled to replace * will:

four pulice vehieles which represents a - -
vmtaqusssmoemmdjmfﬁ, 1081, L!xt

Hurst msnageﬂ to free himself sfisy
ﬂiebaﬁﬂsﬂazﬂnﬂﬁﬂaipnljee,,,

ion of a firearm by a con

POS3SEsH10
felon, armed robbery and aggmrazzd







